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Keeping on top of traffic
Claire Heaney

A WORLD leader in traffic
management technology is
one of the big winners in this
year’s prestigious Telstra
awards.

Balwyn No r t h- base d Sidra
Solutions has taken out the AMP
Innovation Award.

Established in 1999 by Dr Rahmi
Akcelik, Sidra sells software to help

manage traffic. Its products are
used in nearly 100 countries.

A finalist in the MYOB small busi-
ness section of the Telstra awards
last year, it will go on to compete at
the national awards next month.

It also has Victorian Governor Ex-
port Awards among its many credits.

The overall winner of the Victorian
awards is Port Melbourne-based Mel-
bourne Medical Deputising Service.

It also won the Panasonic Medium

Business Award and the Sensis
Social Responsibility Award.

The Adams family’s success comes
after it was named best first gener-
ation business in the Family Business
Australia state awards.

Managing director Josie Adams
said five members of the family work
in the business.

Her husband, John, is the cleaner,
son Julian a director, nephew Adam
Wilson a director, and daughter

Amanda works in recruitment and
staff training.

The Herald Sun Business Owner
Micro-Business Award went to ATS
Australian Educational Group Pty
Ltd. The Essendon-based business
provides professional home-based
and group tutoring to students
throughout Melbourne.

Led by joint directors Catherine
Howe-Nitz and Lan Leanne Phan, it
was founded in 2007.

The MYOB Small Business Award

went to International Medical
Recruitment Pty Ltd.

Regarded as a market leader, it
recruits doctors from overseas for
permanent and locum positions in
Australasia. It was set up in 2001 by
anaesthetist Dr Sud Agarwal and HR
manager Corrine Taylor after they
relocated from the UK.

Category winners from other states
are now being finalised. The national
winners will be named in Sydney on
August 20. Winners share in $400,000
in cash and prizes.

On board with Enterprise
Energise Enterprise magazine is
the official guide to Victoria’s
annual small business festival
held in August.

The 48-page colour guide
contains important details about
more than 400 events for
business owners and operators.

The workshops, seminars and
regional roadshows tackle vital
topics such as sales, tax,
franchising, marketing and
financial management.

Energise Enterprise also
previews the highlights of the
festival and profiles guest

speakers including European
brand expert Christian Schultz
and Google Australia executive
Claire Hatton.

It’s essential reading for
anyone who wants to start a
business or those who want their
company to prosper and grow —
now that the worst of the
economic downturn is over.

More than 42,000 business
people are expected to attend the
one-month festival.

� Energise Enterprise — in
your Herald Sun on Tuesday

Star status: her new-found fame as a ‘covergirl’ has taken Joy Evans by surprise.

Coastal getaway
her pride and Joy

Claire Heaney

VICTORIAN tourism icon Joy Evans is
bemused by her new role as covergirl.

The multi-award winning tourism
operator is one of the stars of this year’s
Energise Enterprise small business
festival magazine.

To be included in next Tuesday’s
Herald Sun, the magazine has details of
the more than 400 events featured in the
festival, starting later this month.

Ms Evans is included because she was
one of the entrepreneurs in last year’s
Small Business Heroes Photographic
Exhibition.

The energetic Ms Evans launched the
business with her late husband, George,
24 years ago.

The couple had bought out relatives in
the family dairy farm and were looking
to diversify by having a tourism offering.

Her husband died suddenly from can-
cer and she had to look at ways ‘‘to hang
on to the farm’’.

Johanna Seaside Cottages began with
one house and over the years she has
added to the Great Ocean Road tourism
business to make it a huge success.

‘‘It was the first accommodation on an
operative farm,’’ she said.

Ms Evans said the destination allowed
visitors to see a working farm, spy whales
and enjoy free range eggs and vegies.

There is a focus on sustainability.
Ms Evans also runs Holiday Great

Ocean Road, a specialist property man-
agement and accommodation booking
service.

The business has 50 properties on its
books and employs 24 people.

Ms Evans said the personalised touch
had contributed to the success of both
businesses.

Her Johanna Seaside Cottages have
87 per cent occupancy and many are
repeat customers.

Word of mouth is a strong driver for
the businesses.

‘‘Most people kill for that sort of
occupancy,’’ she said.

� Look out for your Business Owner Energise
Enterprise guide in Tuesday’s Herald Sun.
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The highlights
Fast Times Ahead: Invigorating Ideas to
Prepare Your Business Regional
Roadshow. Expert Rob Hartnett delivers
workshops in Bendigo, Traralgon,
Alexandra, Benalla, Colac, Daylesford,
Maryborough and Swan Hill, August 3-24.

Small Business Heroes Exhibition: The
Designers. Free. The Atrium, Federation
Square, Melbourne, August 6-14, and
Stockland Traralgon Shopping Centre,
Gippsland, August 19-26.

Business By Design Market: A one-day
exhibition and market with a designer
theme. Explore a career in design, be
inspired by design businesses or just buy a
stylish gift from some leading Melbourne
design brands. Exhibitors are welcome to
apply to show their wares by phoning
132 215. The Atrium, Federation Square,
10am-4pm, August 13.
Net link: www.business.vic.gov.au/
energise

Order your FREE 48 page Event Guide or access event bookings at 
www.business.vic.gov.au/energise or call 13 22 15

SMALL BUSINESS VICTORIA

Learn how to start 
and grow your business

Sponsored by

DEPARTMENT OF 
INNOVATION, INDUSTRY AND

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Small Business Victoria presents Energise Enterprise - Victoria’s annual 
Small Business Festival. 1-31 August 2010.

OVER 350 EVENTS held across Victoria including workshops, expos, seminars and 
networking sessions.

>  Discover opportunities and be inspired to improve your small business skills.

>  Find out how to prepare your small business for the recovery. 

> Energise Enterprise 48 page Event Guide available in next Tuesday’s Herald Sun.

>  WIN 1 of 3 iPads! - Enter the draw by registering online.

M
D

G
 1

75
00

 0
7.

10


